QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY SENATOR HARRISON SCHMITT

Drug Enforcement Administration

The FX 1983 budget request for the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) included program reductions of about $S million.  Will any
domestic! offices be cloeed during FY 1983 to meet the budget reduc-
tions? Which offices? How many personnel will be affected by these
closings? HOD many in New Mexico? What criteria will, or did the
DEA use to determine which offices are to be oloeed?

No offices will be closed to meet the budget reduction in 1983.
However, as currently planned, DEA is reassigning agents to meet
priority enforcement needs.  As a result of this action the offices
in Douglas, Arizona; Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Springfield, Illinois
are planned to be closed in 1982. DEA will still maintain offices
in all states.

The criteria for closing an office encompasses numerous factors
including, but not limited to the following:

1.  Drug abuse concentration in area.

2.  Status of the area as a major drug transit point.

3.  Productivity of office (arrest and convictions).

4.  Level of potential drug investigations.

5.  level of drug-related violent crime.

6.  Capability of state and local police authorities.

7.  Proximity of other DBA offices to the area,

In an effort to assist South Florida eolve the problems caused by
massive immigration^ illegal drugs, and crime, Vice President Bush
anounaed that 20 DBA agents Would be assigned to Miami- Presumably
these agents will be deployed from other offiaee because DEA's FX
1983 budget request maintains personnel strength at current levels.
From which DEA offices Will the agents be deployed? From any in
New Mexico? Will the agents be on temporary or permanent assignment
to Miami? If temporary, how long does DEA anticipate the agents
will be assigned to Miami? Is DEA aleo sending equipment to South
Florida? If DEA is sending equipment^ please describe the equipment
and indicate from which offices the equipment will be deployed,

The DEA haa increased the special agent manpower ceiling for the
Miami District Office by twenty new positions* This will bring
the new level to one hundred and fifteen field agents in that
office. The twenty agents to be assigned will come from various
domestic DEA offices where ceiling reductions are being undertaken.
There will be three agents moved from New Mexico.

In addition to the field agenta of the Miami District Office there
are about sixty special agents assigned to the DEA/Customs/Plorida
Task Force in Florida. These sixty agents are scheduled to remain
on temporary assignment for aixty to one hundred and eighty days
as participants in this task force. During this period of time it
is expected that the twenty new positions will be filled and their
transfers to Miami undertaken.

DEA has sent and is sending equipment to Florida to augment the
investigative resources in place in Miami. Among the items sentperations or revenues derived
